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CELEBRATING 200
YEARS OF ASHLAND!

Past or present, your ENTIRE

FAMILY can be treated by
your PRIMARY CARE
PHYSICIAN. They care for
TN PEOPLE of ALL AGES, male
DR. KIMBERLY DR. DOUGLAS
ROYAL RABER and female.

Studies show WELL MANAGED chronic conditions cost you
less money and lead to less hospitalizations. PRIMARY CARE
PHYSICIANS are experts in chronic conditions and in YOU.

Call 419-289-4613 TODAY

to find your PRIMARY |
CARE PHYSICIAN! | 2§
|
DR. JULIE .'
JONES |1}
Samaritan Regional | ¥ |
Health System ;
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. 1617 Claremont Avenue « Ashland, OH 44805
419-289-1472 - www.Geyers.com




(672 Claremont Ave.
ASHLAND

419-289-1946

sz CARE VILLAGE

330-264-5970
A Community of Caring

inner of the
Asm;/vnd Area Chamber 3P0, i
of Commerce ”Jo/f

= }h and Medical
15 Healt
w — gervices Award!

Share your
Summer

Memories
with us on
Facebook!

providing exceptional care and
an active lifestyle!

Your First Choice!
¢ Assisted & Independent Living
¢ In-patient and Out-patient
Rehabilitation
¢ Memory Care

¢ Long Term Nursing Care.
All of these wonderful senior living and
healthcare options on one beautiful campus.

Call today for more information or schedule a tour!

419-289-1585

) ] 2000 Center St. - Ashland
www.FamilyPoolsandSpas.com www.brethrencarevillage.org @
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Schedule of Events

THURSDAY, JULY 02, 2015

Live Radio Remote - West - 104.5 WQKT, your source for the best news, sports and country music.
Safety Fun - West & Park Street - Ashland Fire Truck Display & Ashland County Sheriff’s Office Child

4-6pm

Fingerprinting.

4-8pm Hawkins Fresh Foods Backyard BBQ - West Featuring Charcoal Mafia BBQ menu freshly made and
delicious!

4-8pm Kids Fun Zone - East & North Central Pony Rides, Laser Tag, Inflatables, Airbrush Tattoos & Games.

4:30-6:30pm Budweiser Clydesdales - Launch Field & Park Street Hang out with the hitch and get your picture
taken with these living legends! Meet the Clydesdales and experience their legacy like never before!
Sponsored by Mansfield Distributing.

5-8pm Merchant Area Open - North Featuring home improvement solutions, to educational options, to
personal indulgence & much more.

5-9pm Ashland Elk’s Lodge #1360 Budweiser Beer Garden Open 21 and over, ID required.
5:30-7:30pm Live Entertainment — West Midlyfe Crysis (www.midlyfecrysis.com) - 60's & 70 Style Rock‘n Roll

6-8pm Live Radio Remote - West 93.7-FM the Super Q ‘Listener Parties. Enter to win prizes, and meet your
favorite Super Q personalities.

7pm Media Flight — Launch Field Watch cold inflation and lift offs as pilots take area media for the ride of
their lives.

8pm Food Concessions Open — Field Perimeter Many to choose from.

8:30pm Balloon Glow Encounter — Launch Field Family 4 Pack of Tickets can be purchased at

www.ashlandohioballoonfest.com. Package includes parking pass, 4 Pepsi products, admission to
launch field T hour prior to balloon glow with bleacher seating and official Balloonfest souvenir.

9:30pm Ashland Times Gazette Balloon Glow - Launch Field Enjoy an interactive display as balloons line i
the launch field and glow against the night sky choreographed to music piped

throughout Freer Field.
FRIDAY, JULY 03, 2015
7-8am Fun Flight - Launch Field Bring your chairs, coffee and blankets to watch balloons fly-over Freer Field.
3-9pm Kids Fun Zone - East & North Central Pony Rides, Laser Tag, Inflatables, Airbrush Tattoos & Games.
3-9pm Food Concessions Open - Field Perimeter Many to choose from.
S5pm Opening Ceremonies - Main Stage Ashland Veteran’s Color Guard.
5:15-8pm Live Entertainment — Main Stage Acoustic Edge - Alternative, Bluegrass, Country, Classic Country,

Folk and a bit of Contemporary Christian.
5-8pm Jungle Bob - West Exotic Animal Show every 30 minutes.

5-8pm Merchant Area Open - North Featuring home improvement solutions, to educational options, to
personal indulgence & much more.

5-9pm Ashland Elk’s Lodge #1360 Budweiser Beer Garden Open 21 and over, ID required.

7pm Sponsor Flight - Launch Field Enjoy the cold inflation process and lift-offs as pilots take sponsor
representatives for the ride of their lives.

8pm Balloon Glow Encounter — Launch Field Family 4 Pack of Tickets can be purchased at
www.ashlandohioballoonfest.com. Package includes parking pass, 4 Pepsi products, admission to
launch field 1 hour prior to balloon glow with bleacher seating and official Balloonfest souvenir.

9pm Ashland Times Gazette Balloon Glow — Launch Field Enjoy an interactive display as balloons line
the launch field and glow against the night sky choreographed to music piped throughout Freer Field.




Visit our website for additional information...

www.AshlandOhioBalloonfest.com

SATURDAY, JULY 04, 2015

7-8am Donley Ford Lincoln of Ashland Balloon Competition - Freer Field Bring your chairs, coffee an
blankets to watch balloons compete for cash prizes. i

T11am Cornhole Registration & Warm-up — Central $20 Per Team.

12pm Cornhole Tournament - Central Double elimination. Everyone guaranteed to play at least 3 game
70% payout.

1pm Food Concessions Open - Field Perimeter Many to choose from.

1pm Merchant Area Open - North Featuring home improvement solutions, to educational options, to

personal indulgence & much more.

1-3pm Ashland Bicentennial Vintage Base Ball Game - Launch Field Come out and cheer on The Mans
field Independents Base Ball Club as they play a vintage base ball game (yes, it was two words prior to
1880s) played by the rules and customs of the 19th century, wearing period reproduction uniforms.

1-9pm Kids Fun Zone - East & North Central Pony Rides , Laser Tag, Inflatables, Airbrush Tattoos & Games.
1-9pm Ashland Elk’s Lodge #1360 Budweiser Beer Garden Open 21 and over, ID required.
2-5pm C0SI on Wheels — West Tent Play, explore and learn as COSI comes with 5 hands-on “Science Spots” kios

2:30-3:30pm Donley Ford Lincoln of Ashland Pilot Meet & Greet - Park Street Bring your Commemorative
Souvenir Guide and meet hot air balloon pilots; if you capture all their autographs you will receive a
free T-shirt courtesy of Donley Ford Lincoln of Ashland.

3:30-4:30pm Safety Fun — Launch Field, West & Park Street Metro Life Flight & K-9 Demonstration.

5-9pm Live Entertainment- Main Stage
Red Ball Jets - A high-energy band that will keep you entertained from start to finish.

7pm Donley Ford Lincoln of Ashland Competition Flight — Launch Field
Enjoy the cold inflation process and lift-offs as pilots compete for cash prizes.

8pm Balloon Glow Encounter — Launch Field Family 4 Pack of Tickets can be purchased at
www.ashlandohioballoonfest.com. Package includes parking pass, 4 Pepsi products, admission to
launch field 1 hour prior to balloon glow with bleacher seating and official Balloonfest souvenir.

9-9:50pm Ashland Times Gazette Balloon Glow - Launch Field Enjoy an interactive display as balloons line th
launch field and glow against the night sky choreographed to music piped throughout Freer Field.

SUNDAY, JULY 05, 2015

7-8am Donley Ford Lincoln of Ashland Balloon Competition - Freer Field
Bring your chairs, coffee and blankets to watch balloons compete for cash prizes

SPECIAL NOTES: For paid tethered & untethered ride availability check www.AshlandOhioBalloonfest.com
ALL Balloon activities are weather permitting and subject to delay or cancellation. See page 43 for more information. -
For other weekend activities, visit Ashland Area CVB www.visitashlandohio.com ‘
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odern Ashland is commonly pictured as a place of

beautiful landscapes, with rolling hills, rivers, fields,

sunsets, and hot air balloons. Yet, how did the peaceful
serenity of the colors, floating amid blue skies on morning and
evenings rich with dew, first come to be a staple of our historical
community?

In the 1960s, Ashland wanted to celebrate its status as balloon
capital of the world — a name they earned because in those days
70 percent of the world's toy balloons were manufactured in
Ashland, Ohio — with a Balloon Festival.

The first Balloon Festival took place in 1963, complete with
balloon parades, a carnival, and a balloon queen pageant. That
year, Susan Roberts reigned as Ashland Balloon Queen and also
represented Ashland in the Miss Ohio pageant.

A number of other activities at the event celebrated toy balloons
and their production, but the one that inspired the current
festival was the hot air balloon ascension from Brookside Park.
The balloon lifted off with six people, but only went about a
quarter of a mile because the weather was not conducive to
flying. Another balloon festival took place the next year, and
then, the festival was incorporated into the sesquicentennial
celebration of 1965.

In 1990, the idea of hot air balloons was brought back to
Ashland during the city’s 175th anniversary as an ode to the
events in the ‘60s. About 19-20 balloons were brought in for a
one-day festival that had beautiful weather. Residents of Ashland

enjoyed the event and asked for it back for an entire weekend.

According to John Sidle, who has been associated in some way
with BalloonFest since its inception, organizers in the early years
started to look at what other events were already taking place
in the community, such as Brookside Golf’s Red, White, and Blue
Scramble and the Ashland Historical Society’s Ice Cream Social, in
order to incorporate them. In 1993, it went to a three-day event,
and then a fourth was added, which has served as a day for media
flights, fund-raisers like the Hawkins BBQ, and public tethered rides.

According to almost everyone ever involved in the event,
including the festival’s founders, BalloonFest is held every year on
the Fourth of July weekend because it is a patriotic holiday, a time
for celebration of community and family, and it keeps people
local while also bringing in tourists. In 1992, there were 2,000
spectators for the balloon launch. Mass lift-offs, entertainment
for adults and children, and other area activities were all added

to improve the event. Balloon Glows were added in 2001 and the
crowd numbers rose to even greater heights.

In 2002, Ashland BalloonFest was incorporated and handed



Fest:

over from the Ashland Area Chamber of Commerce to the

BalloonFest Board of Trustees, with Rick Spreng as President.

The group hoped to bring the event back to basics: a focus
on pilots and the balloons.

“Never in our wildest dreams, as we met with balloon pilots
Don Hamilton and Alex Jonard about what they could do
for our event in 1990, did we think it would last beyond
that first mass lift off, let alone 25 years later stronger

than ever before,” said Spreng, one of the coordinators of
Ashland’s 175th celebration and then Ashland BalloonFest,
who went on to serve as board chairman and volunteer
for many years. “That first meeting.....was the night of my
first balloon ride. We took off from Freer Field and Don and
Alex thought it was ideal. The next year we gave it a name,
Ashland Balloonfest, secured funding, and the rest as they
say, is history.”

The late pilot Bob Zanella, one of the nation’s premier
balloon pilots to be licensed in the 1970s, came in to offer
his help during that 1990 event, too. He went on to serve in
many capacities, including balloonmeister, until his death

in 2010 at the age of 80. He was a mentor to many pilots
everywhere, but especially enjoyed Ashland. He was quoted
as saying that he enjoyed Ashland BalloonFest because of
the local business support.

Zanella noted in newspaper interviews that pilots love
the Ashland community and love flying there as it doesn't
have many prohibited zones for landing. This is great in
regards to safety. People in the Ashland community seem
to generally love chasing the balloons, having them land
in their fields and yards all over Ashland County, and even
helping the pilots or in serving as crew.

Other balloonmeisters have been Hamilton, Jonard, Maury
Sullivan, and Rick Kohut who also have been longtime
pilots and supporters. Hamilton, who was tasked with
organizing and participating in the 175th balloon race and
was affiliated until 2009, will serve as balloonmeister for the
25th birthday race. Pilots who have flown all 25 years are
Jonard and Michael Emich.

There have always been over 20 to 30 balloons
participating, with the record being 39 balloons in 2005,
depending on pilot schedules and sponsorships available.
In the past, there have been many shaped balloons such as
a Santa Claus, Red Dragon, the Purple People Eater, various
Pepsi product cans, a large-sized American flag, a pink
monster truck, Gordo the Monkey, and even a man who

was garnering national press who flew over on a cluster of
helium balloons!

For the first time in what had been a very long time, the
weather was nice enough to get all six flights up in 2010. Also,
longtime fan favorite balloon Patches was donated to Ashland
BalloonFest by owner and pilot John Gill. It was one of the very
first balloons flown in Ashland. Gill was the first pilot safety
officer and will serve as safety officer again in 2015.

Many of the initial coordinators are proud to see that the
event is still going strong today. Now, people flock in from
all over and there are many more volunteers. Sidle said, “No
matter how much work goes into the event each year, we
always find a way to have fun. Being involved, you get the
feeling of doing something important for the community.”

Over the course of 25 years there have been all sorts

of activities added, such children’s games and parade,
musical entertainment, field activities, sporting events,
food vendors, and more. The organizers have always been
open to new ideas and strive to make ABF better every
year. Current President Mindi Cantrell would like to see
“continued community support through both sponsorships
and public participation.”

Misty Miller, Public Relations Chair of ABF, said, “Every year,
good or bad weather, when you look out at the crowds
knowing you had a small part in their holiday weekend, it
gives you goosebumps.”

It looks like Ashland BalloonFest might be celebrating 25
years, but the tradition of balloons in Ashland has been
around for so many more. With the community behind it,
and it in the hands of so many dedicated volunteers giving
numerous hours of service, the future looks bright for it to
soar well into the future.

Article by Erin Sweet Al-Mehairi, owner of Addison’s Compass Public
Relations in Ashland. She sat on the board and managed the public
relations for Ashland BalloonFest from late 2002 to early 2007. Her two
favorite memories are: assisting John Ninomiya, the cluster balloon
helium pilot, with his launch and television coverage with Discovery
Channel Canada and taking her first flight with Steve Lachendro, in his
Silent Red Sea, one of the best experiences in her life with one of the
nicest gentle giants she's ever met. May he rest in peace.



2015 Sponsors - Thank You!

If it weren't for the following sponsors, BalloonFest would not be possible. Ashland Area Businesses —
Thank you for your many years of sponsorship.

BICENTENNIAL ENHANCEMENT FULL BALLOON
Samaritan Regional Health A&M Fire Protection
System/Samaritan Hospital Ashland Area CVB
Foundation BellStores

CORPORATE

Donley Ford Lincoln
of Ashland

Hawkins Fresh Foods/
Charcoal Mafia

fresh foods

Ashland-Times Gazette

LAMAR

Town & Country Co-Op

BILLBOARD
First Merit

Snyder Lance

WIL Research

FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT

Samaritan Regional Health
System/Samaritan Hospital
Foundation

Henley Graphics

COMMUNICATIONS, INC
ADVERTISING | PRINT | WEB

Brethren Care Village

Donna D’s Family Pizza

Grandpa’s Cheese Barn

Lutheran Village Assisted Living
Lyme Disease Awareness - Ohio Lyme Aware
Nagy’s Collision Centers

Packaging Corporation of America
Pioneer National latex

RE/MAX Towne & Country Realty
Samaritan Regional Health System
Simonson Construction Services, Inc.
Smetz's Tire & Service Center
Spreng-Smith Agency

STARTEK

Window Nation

HALF BALLOON

104.5 WQKT/AM-960 WKVX

A & BTent Rental

Akron Children’s Hospital

Armstrong

Ashland Board of Realtors® Inc.

Ashland Pump

Buren Insurance Group, Inc.

Dyer Hughes Roche, Inc.

Family Pools & Spas

Hedstrom

Morris Sign Studio

Ohio Eye Associates Eye Surgery and Laser Center
The Ohio State University at Mansfield
Pentair

Shakley Mechanical Inc.

Wappner Funeral Directors and Crematory

LAUNCH DIRECTOR

Ashland Area Council for Economic Development
Ashland Precision Tooling, LLC

Denbow Gasche Funeral Home & Crematory
Kingston of Ashland Nursing & Rehab Center
Liqui-Box Corporation

PNCBank

Richland Source

Truax Printing, Inc.

GROUND CREW

American Legion Post #88

Armstrong Accounting & Consulting,LLC
Ashland Area Chamber of Commerce
Ashland City Teachers Association
Ashland Community Federal Credit Union
Ashland Eyecare Inc.

Ashland Kiwanis Club

Ashland Public Library

Baker Bowman & Co

Baker’s Collision Repair Specialists Inc.
Edward Jones

Huntington National Bank

Irwin & Associates CPA's

Johnson’s Auto Body & Repair Inc.
Southern Title of Ohio, Ltd.

Turk Brothers Custom Meats

Whitcomb & Hess, Inc.

OTHER

A&M Welding Supply

Ashland Elks Lodge #1360

Ashland Implement

Ashland Tractor Sales

Besta Fasta Pizza

Housekeeping by Heather & Company, LLC
Mansfield Distributing

Mitchell’s Orchard

WVMC FM Total Praise



Sponsored by: Samaritan Regional Health
System/ Samaritan Hospital Foundation

Pilot Keith Sproul flies the cool Birthday Cake balloon,
which of course is named for its shape! Keith feels his
greatest achievement in ballooning is being only the
second person to fly a balloon into Meteor Crater in
Arizona and the FIRST person to ever land a balloon in
the bottom of the crater! He flies five balloons, all which
are special shaped. His crew chief is Ali Szabo and crew

member is Jay Szabo. This is his first time at Ashland BalloonFest.

If you capture all pilot autographs during Pilot Meet & Greet, you will
receive a FREE T-shirt courtesy of Donley Ford Lincoln of Ashland!

)

Pilot Autograph

Keith Sproul
North Brunswick, NJ

419-281-2141

Housekeeping by Heather & Company, LLC
House work won't kill ya, but why take the chance?

Heather Herrick

herrickdgoddess@anl.com

Rosidential & Commerdal Cheaning
Fully Insured & Bonded
sevving Ashland & Richland Counties

wwiw,cleaninggoddess.com

GHT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

BROUGHT [ Ramwnloe ==
- N "E
TO YOUER AUTO GROUP!

Sk Brotternd
CUSTOM MEATS, INC.

Freezer Meats * Custom Retail HRI
Halves « Hinds * Fronts
“Vacuum Seal Wrapping”

Shop Phone: 419-289-1051
Fax: 419-281-8280



Sponsored by: Morris Sign Studio & Shakley Mechanical

The amazing balloon named Bolt is flown by pilot Jim Cusick. He said the
name came from the manufacturer of it, as it best describes design of red
and blue with a lightning bolt on each side. He is proud to have won the
2013 Ohio Challenge and feels that’s his greatest ballooning experience.
His crew chief is Ben Parson and his crew consists of Laura and Payton
Cusick and “whoever else would like to crew his awesome balloon.” He
obtained his pilot’s license in 2004 and he’s flown at six Ashland BalloonFest
events!

! Jim Cusick
Marysville, OH

( )

Pilot Autograph

SHAKLEY MECHANICAL, INC.

Plumbing - Heating - Piping - Air Conditioning - Sheetmetal Fab.

Ohio License #30003

74 Individual - Business %

601 Claremont Ave.
Ashland, OH 44805
(419) 496-0880

1237 U.S. Hwy42, Ashland, OH - 419-281-9656 OPEN 12-9:30PM
Fax: 419-207-0563 - www.paulycpa.com EVERYDAY!
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Sponsored by: Ashland Area CVB

Maury Sullivan pilots the interesting balloon, Breaking Wind, which is a
silhouette of folk art. Maury named the balloon due to his love of the TV
show "Breaking Bad.” His best memory is flying over the MIG Air Force
base in Leningrad. His crew chief is Harry Meyers and his crew consists of
Lynn Sullivan and Karen Meyers. He obtained his pilot license in 1982 and
has been participating in Ashland BalloonFest for 12 years.

Maury Sullivan
Canton, OH

)

Pilot Autograph

Congratulations
on 25 years of
high-flyin’ fun!

iy

ASHLAND AREA GONVENTION
& VISITORS BUREAU

4 877-581-2345
) & www.VisitAshlandOhio.com
211 Claremont Avenue - Ashland, Ohio
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Jeff Conley
Upper Sandusky, OH

Sponsored by: Family Pools & Spas &
Dyer Hughes Roche, Inc.

The commanding Columbia is a balloon piloted by Jeff Conley. Named by
the previous owner, it graces the sky with horizontal stripes of green, blue,
yellow, light blue, and white. His greatest experience is sharing flights with
his wife and family! His crew chief is Jill Conley and his crew members are
his daughters: Katie, Kendra, and Kyla. He received his pilot's license in
2006 and he's been participating in Ashland BalloonFest for five years.

( )

Pilot Autograph

Have a great weekend
at BalloonFest!

HEYL Funeral Home

227 Broad Street ® 419.289.8233
www.heylfuneralhome.com

GARAGE DOOR. Inc.

Kiwanis Club of Ashland

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL - OPENERS

For FAST, RELIABLE SERVICE call now!

ASHLAND LOCATION
1196 SR511 - 419-281-5682 - 877-331-5163

ORRVILLE LOCATION
350 Wadsworth Road «330-682-7000

MASSILLON LOCATION
2949 Lincoln Way E. - 330-837-8100

SALES - SERVICE - PARTS...SEE OUR SHOWROOMS
or visit MagicGarageDoor.com
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Hawkins Pulled Pork Sandwich .....$6.00
Cole SIaW ....veveveeeccererernnnnnnennes $1.00
Potato Salad .........ccceeeverereercrrunnene $1.00
Macaroni Salad ...........cccceueruerernecs $1.00
FRUit CUP ..vecececreeenerenenerenseenenneene $1.00
Bring the entire family to be a part of this year’s HOtDOG ..oovvvvevrencrrancrrannsnenssecnnenes $2.00
Backyard BBQ by Hawkins Fresh Foods. CONEY DOGerrererrerressrsesersee $3.00
Beverage (Pepsi products).............. $1.00
DESSErt .....cvevurrernrrrrnsrennnnnnsnsnnens $1.00

PAULLIN
SEALGOATI"G Paving | Striping | Sealing

1306 Wells Road, St. A | Ashland, OH | 419-289-2228 | Fax: 419-281-3890



Sponsored by: Packaging Corporation of America

Alex Jonard pilots Cra-Zee, which is named after his family’s dear friend and
mentor, Bob “Professor Zee” Zanella, and because of the crazy pattern of
the envelope, with its orange, blue, and yellow “digital camo” design. He
says that every flight is great when experienced with family and friends!
They are so happy and proud to have been at every Ashland BalloonFest

so far and love the flying area and the people. Alex’s crew chief is Monica
Jonard and crew members are Alex T and Nick Jonard, plus the Swaisgood
family of Maxine, Tim, Sarah, Jack, and Claire. He obtained his pilot license
in 1987.

Alex Jonard
Saint Charles, IL

( )

Pilot Autograph

ASHLAND COUNTY, OH10:

THE PERFECT LOCATIEIN FOR YOUR GROWING COMPANY
S Y

Innovative fuckasing

Corporation of
America (PCA)

.
ideasand oz
range of
H packaging
Creatlve solutions and
services, with

solutions -z
H finish.
br'ng your PCA is.also
products z::;\fr:;ned to

stewardship of

.

'nto focus. our natural
resources
throughout
our network of
facilities.

Ashland Area Council for Economic Development
has moved locations. Our new address is
1123 State Route 96 Ahland, Ohio 44805.

Know Ashland, Grow Ashland

business visits are being held
Monday, July 13th to Friday, July 17th www.packagingcorp.com

Sehiselube yours TODAY (4150280- 7200 o¢ einafl sconomicderslopmentiashlanded cam Peop le hd customers ’Trust
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Sponsored by: Lyme Disease Awareness - Ohio Lyme Aware

Pilot Kenneth Kus flies the patriotic-attired red, white, and blue striped
balloon, Diamond Girl. His balloon was named after the 1973 hit by musical
group Seals and Croft. His greatest ballooning experience was flying his
balloon from northwest Ohio to southeast Ohio, which is approximately
190 miles, in four hours. His outstanding achievements to date are winning
first place at 2007 Thurston classic, 2008 Blossom Time Festival, and 2009
Ashland BalloonFest. Shelly Blaschak is his crew chief and crew member is
Dave Merva. He obtained his pilot license in 1999 and has flown at Ashland
BalloonFest for 16 years.

Pilot Autograph

Ken Kus
Chagrin Falls, OH

! - ASHLAND BALLOONFEST OFFICIAL EVENT

THURSDAY J7 FRIDAY 2

5:30-7:30 PM 5:15-8:00 PM

West Field Main Stage
Rock n Roll Alternative, Bluegrass,
Country, Folk,
Contemporary Christian

ciVE ENTERTAINMENT

SATURDAY 24

“RECBALIDETS

Sponsored by: Samaritan Regional
Health System / Samaritan
Hospital Foundation

5:00-9:00 PM

Main Stage
A high-energy band that will
keep you entertained from
start to finish
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NEIL KADEY
INSURANCE AGENCY

AND

HALL-KADEY
INSURANCE SERVICES

7_.

AN
ERIE

NSURANCE

419-282-6866
nkdins@zoominternet.net

Erin Hissong, Brittani Workman, LouAnn Oswalt, Mark Grassman & Neil Kadey

419-289-8441

ashland@hall-ins.net
AUTO HOME BUSINESS LIFE

1245 E. MAIN STREET | ASHLAND, OH 44805 | TWO NAMES. ONE LOCATION. SAME GREAT SERVICE!



Sponsored by: Samaritan Regional Health System

Pilot Gregory Miller flies the beautiful balloon Eclipse. Named by his wife
and crew chief Sherry for the colors of the sun, its racer balloon shape

is yellow with orange and red squares. Michael and Julie are his crew
members. Receiving his pilot certificate in 2003, his favorite memory so far
is taking his first flight with his wife and son Michael. He's a two-time BFA
long jump winner and was a NOBPA Club Champion in 2013. He has flown
at Ashland BalloonFest for 12 years!

Greg Miller
Grafton, OH .q': i

( )

Pilot Autograph

i i p The J.M. Smucker
Spend the day in Amish Country and Lehman’s, Company Store

the evening at the opera. Taste Wayne 888.438.5346 and Cafe, Orrville

> . www.Lehmans.com \?v?v%?ﬁ\ﬁc‘lkgggom
County’s home grown wine and see lasers
i irati ] P.Graham
cut inspirational messages. Drive through a Dunn,
beautiful arboretum, complete with a three Dalton
- w0 e Lo 2o
acre rose garden, and peruse over 350 varieties .

. . . Hampton Inn, Wooster
of jams and jellies. Downtown 3303454424

Wooster www.wooster.hamptoninn.com
330.262.6222 Hilton Garden Inn, Wooster

www.mainstreetwooster.org 330.202.7701
WWW.WOOStelvstayhglvcolﬂ

Ohio Light Opera . .
Resident Professional Shisler’s Cheese
Company of The House, Orrville

College of Wooster 330.682.2105
330.263.2345 www.cheesehouse.com

www.ohiolightopera.org

VISIT WWW.WCCVB.COM e« OR CALL 1.800.362.6474
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Sponsored by: Lutheran Village Assisted Living

Eric Wasson flies the soaring balloon Free Spirit 5, which is the fifth balloon
in the family. It was originally named in the 1970s when being a “free
spirit” was cool. It is an orange, yellow, and green chevron pattern on a red
background. His greatest memory is learning to fly with his father. His crew
chief is Sneha Shah, with his crew consisting of Diedre and Brian Kosier and
assorted children. He obtained his pilot’s license in 2009 and has flown at
Ashland BalloonFest approximately five years.

Eric Wasson
Hudson, OH

( )

Pilot Autograph

“Mom needed more care than I
could give.”

“Lutheran Village was the answer.”

15

Small Business

Y __:ﬁf,
Call us today at 419-281-8403 o8 %
20159

for a personal tour.

Lutheran Village Assisted Living | of the Year

A Member of the Lutheran Social Services Family A ¢ L Ashland Chamber
Y _of Commerce
330 Davis Rd. Ashland, Oh, 44805 ...
. 1 — _--“"'-'-
www.lutheranvillageofashland.org g 2P @

Ashland’s Best Kept Secret
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Sponsored by: A&M Fire Protection

Janet Lutkus pilots the amazing Moonlight Sun-ata. It was named by her
crew in a contest. The balloon is royal blue with sun and moon celestial
design. To Janet, ballooning is a wonderful sport to share with the family
and other enthusiastic people, especially children. Janet's outstanding
achievement is knowing how to fly a balloon safely. Her crew chief is Diana
Beck. She has had her pilot's license since 1993 and has flown at Ashland
BalloonFest since 1994.

Janet Lutkus
Medina, OH

( )

Pilot Autograph

The Good Shepherd

Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation

Short term rehabilitation specializing in

stroke recovery
pulmonary
cardiac
orthopedic

Memory care and respite services

Call today for a tour
419-289-3523

‘i All major insurance plans

Rated highest in overall quality ]
from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services. / 1 | ) including
3 SRR { L , VA benefits accepted.

Ritraiiliatinn pind Healtionte Croimpas

A sy b o (P Lty S ] Sevitow Famdy

622 Center St.
Ashland
www.thegoodshepherdashland.org

EOULL =OUSNG
EE AR TNITY
——

NTETE
B b e St En
RIRARELEFATRras Aa 1 BEA) VIR N

21



Sponsored by: Ashland Board of REALTORS® Inc. &
The Ohio State University at Mansfield

Pilot Karen Holt flies the colorful Great Adventure, which is aptly named as
after each time her brother would take a ride, he'd say, “That was another
great adventure!” It has vertical purple stripes with pink and teal insets.
Her favorite memories are sharing in ballooning with family, friends, and
everyone they have met during a flight. Her crew chief is Tim Alexander
and her crew member is Justin Flickinger. She’s had her license since 1999
and been flying in Ashland for 13 years.

Karen Holt
Wooster, OH

( )

Pilot Autograph

Looking to buy or sell a home?

) theAR]T:
- Gardening
L‘bﬁ.shbnd. Ohio

Andy Hil Reﬁie Lloyd
Auctioneer ealtor
Realtor
135 Union St, Ashland, OH 44805

419-281-2122 ~ 419-589-2120

“Criends It Znd, weeds Last”
Check us out on focebook ot Art of Gordening Club

Dixie & Lo April Barr
Miller OChlt‘l"
Realtors Realtor

Bill Stepp
CAl Owner,
Auctioneer,

¥y Huntington

Welcome;

(=3 lre
Broker P
= tacy Stricklen

Greg Gau
5 Realtor

Realtor

Relationship Manager, Business Banking
Assistant Vice President

Mike Earick
Auctioneer/
Realtor

Dick Dilgard Doug Pickersgill _Joanne Snyder-
Auctioneer/ T{ealtor Rohn
Realtor Realtor




H.E.R.B.

Sponsored by: Simonson Construction Services, Inc.

Pilot Shannon Rote flies H.E.R.B, which is named for her grandparents—
Hilda, Eloise, Ralph—and her mentor, Bob. It is a beautiful teal with a
rainbow prism. She feels it was a very memorable moment earning her
pilot’s license in 2003. She's a past president of the North East Ohio Balloon
Pilot's Association and in her day job she is a speech and debate coach at
Copley High School. Her crew chief is Allan Caddell and her crew consists
of Michael Rote, Jason Seiberling, and Landon Caddell. She's been flying at

Ashland BalloonFest for six years.

(

Pilot Autograph

2112 Troy RoaD - ASHLAND
(419) 281-8299

WWW.SIMONSONCONSTRUCTION.COM

As a proud

we hope you have a
safe and
enjoyable holiday.

2015

July 5 Pops in the Park

September 12 A Joyful Opening

October 17 Variations on a Theme

November 29 Holiday Pops

2016

January 23 Strike Up the Band

March 5 Young People’s Concert &
Beethoven Unanswered

April 30 Song and Symphony

July 3 Pops in the Park

Arie Lipsky, Music Director & Conductor

Martha Buckner, General Manager
401 College Avenue

Ashland OH 44805
www.ashlandsymphony.org

Enrich your life with outstanding music from The Jewel of Ashland County!
Call 419-289-5115 to reserve your tickets today.

Season subscriptions on sale 6/7/15. Individual tickets on sale 8/1/15.

Balloonfest sponsor,

”Bnhlz’malk

The Walk of Faith

Featuring our Christian Dinner Theatre...
I “Dinner With Grace”
L Experience the Holy Bible come to life with:

Miracles of the Old Testament - Life of Christ « Heart of Reformation
Museum of Christian Martyrs - Newest exhibit The Walk of The Parables is now Open

WAX MUSEUM

Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm « Sunday 3-7pm - 500 Tingley Ave., Mansfield
419-524-0139 - www.biblewalk.us
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==l Dilot: Keith Sproul

8 ery

Samaritan Hospital Foundation

Bolk

Pilot; Jim Cusick

Morris Sign Studio &
Shakley Mechanical

Breaking Wind
Pilot: Maury Sullivan
Ashland Area CVB

Columbio
Pilot: Jeff Conley

Family Pools & Spas &
Dyer Hughes Roche, Inc.

Cra-Gee
Pilot: Alex Jonard Il

Packaging Corporation of America

Diamond Ginl
Pilot: Ken Kus

Lyme Disease Awareness -
Ohio Lyme Aware

Eclipse
Pilot: Greg Miller
Samaritan Regional Health System

Samaritan Regional Health System/

Free Spinit 5
Pilot: Eric Wasson
Lutheran Village Assisted Living

Mooulight Sun-ate
Pilot: Janet Lutkus
A&M Fire Protection

Gheat Adventure

Pilot; Karen Holt

Ashland Board of REALTORS® Inc. &
The Ohio State University at Mansfield

RERB.

Pilot: Shannon Rote

Simonson Construction Services, Inc.

Houn Big Bundle of Yoy

Pilot: Walt Rudy

Akron Children’s Hospital &
Ashland Pump

9'm Back!

Pilot; James Mitchell

A &BTent Rental &
Pentair Pump Company

Joelly
Pilot: Michael Glen

Samaritan Regional Health System/
Samaritan Hospital Foundation



K2

Pilot: Tim Midura

¥| Window Nation

Legal Eagle
Pilot: Ted Watts

Brethren Care Village

Wagic Canpet I
§ Pilot: Dennis Helmuth
@l Hedstrom & Ohio Eye Associates Eye

=8 Surgery and Laser Center

Maveryx

Pilot: Steve Sitko
Spreng-Smith Agency

o Uame Yet

Pilot: Michael Emich

Pioneer National Latex

RE/MAX

| Pilot: Stew Gibboney
RE/MAX Towne & Country Realty

Shining Light
Pilot: David Seekell
BellStores

HLAND

Pilot: John Moran "

Smetz’s Tire & Service Center

Skydaucer
Pilot: Mike Ruede
Grandpa’s Cheesebarn

—
Slow Drip
Pilot: Shanon Donnelly
STARTEK

Spitpine
Pilot: Paul Dale

Donna D’s Family Pizza

y

Susshine

Pilot: Meredith Bennett
Nagy’s Collision Centers

The Flying Dolphin
Pilot: Kenneth Myers

Wappner’s Funeral Directors and Crematory
& 104.5 WQKT/AM-960 WKVX

Wildpire
Pilot: Wayne Gibbons

Armstrong &
Buren Insurance Group, Inc.
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Sponsored by: Akron Children’s Hospital &
Ashland Pump

Walt Rudy is the pilot of the colorful Hour Big Bundle of Joy, which he

said he named for no special reason. It's yellow with an oscillating multi-
colored center. His best memory is flying over the Grand Canyon of the
East Letchworth State Park in New York. His crew chief is Deb Smith-Rudy
and his crew consists of Eric Mayer, Gary Coffman, and others. He received
his pilot’s license in 1984 and this is his second year to fly at Ashland
BalloonFest!

Walt Rudy
Wadsworth, OH

( )

Pilot Autograph

We specialize In

one thing — kids.

Akron BEST

Children’s  CHILDREN'S
Hospital ~ HOSPITALS

akronchildrens.org RANKEDIN7 5P

Achieved Rankings In:
Cancer |Diabetes and Endocrinology
Pulmonology | Neonatology | Orthopedics
Neurology and Neurosurgery | Urology
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I'm Gack

Sponsored by: A & B Tent Rental &
Pentair Pump Company

Pilot James Mitchell's balloon tells a tale, since after he took a year off
ballooning, he bought a new balloon and called her, I'm Back! It's bright
with colors like orange, red, yellow starburst. His fondest memories and
times are of flying with his brother, Steve Mitchell, at numerous events
throughout the summer. James is a commerecial airline pilot and received his
balloon pilot license in 2006. His crew chief is his fiancé Carolina, and of his
crew, he says that they are always changing but they always have fun. This
is his first year at Ashland BalloonFest!

( )

James Mitchell
Brunswick, OH

Pilot Autograph

24 Hours a Day EVERYDAY
For Free &Confidential Information

Lall

%Ppy 200th Passionate staff

. ¢ Qutstanding nursing Connecting _H["’”.I?!I{J Lo services
‘Blrf/_)day, e Un-matched therapy —

Ashland! available 7 days a week

including outpatient and LIVE UN ITED
aquatic therapy
Private rooms available
Wellness programs
Restaurant style dining
Beautiful facilities with
modern renovations
e Convenient locations
¢ Qutstanding Medicare
Quality Rating

of Ashland Gnl.ll'l'l‘)' Ohiu

20 Amberwood Parkway e Ashland, OH Just dial 2-1-1 for your link to

419.289.3859 « www.kingstonhealthcare.com Health & Human Services




Sponsored by: Samaritan Regional Health System /

Samaritan Hospital Foundation

Pilot Michael Glen flies Joelly, which is named due to a
combination of the “mom balloon” being Lilly and the
“dad balloon” is Joey, and it's a bumble bee! Michael's
best memory so far has been in giving people rides that
otherwise wouldn't have had a chance. His greatest
accomplishment is being the first paralyzed person in

Michael Glen
Chandler, AZ

OLIVESBURG GENERAL STORE

&@;M@ Podt ..

crv.ln; the commumity since 1540

|"E'I!f uT ﬂ‘ﬂ ﬁ:

CE cﬂEnM

-+ Amish Crafts & Baskers # Fresh Made-ro-Order

Sandwiches
# Candles & Melting Tarts
+ Ol Lamps & Supplies
lee Cream Counter # Crocks + Cookie Cutters
Maomiday - Friday Tarm Sarurday Sam-8
OPEN Sundly?am:f;:i {D-f.!':::rllmm mSunnnf:;
7 DAYS  47785R 545+ Ashland, Ohio

419-895-1038 f

www. OlivesburgGeneralStore.com

* Gifts & Collectibles
« Americana Items
# Old Fashioned

the world to fly hot air balloons. You can see more on

his story at www.rollingpilot.com. His crew chief is Carol Herman and he
received his pilot’s license in 2006. It's his first time at Ashland BalloonFest!

)

Pilot Autograph

ASHLAND COMMUNITY
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

Large enough to server, Small enough to care

1123 Sugarbush Dr, Ashland, OH 44805 « 419-289-6211
Visit us online at... www.ashlandfcu.org

WHITCOMB . HESS

CPAS & FINANCIAL ADVISORS

1020 Cleveland Avenue | Ashland, Ohio 44805

800.379.7007 | 419.289.7007 | www.whitcomb.com




Sponsored by: Window Nation

Pilot Tim Midura flies the interesting K2 (or otherwise known as Kismet

Two or Too in honor of previous Kismet). It has a yellow top with different
colored gores. Tim's crew chief is Melissa Midura, and his crew consists of
Lori, Jay, Eli, and Mae Nowak. A favorite memory for Tim is flying his first
balloon in Costa Rica and he feels his outstanding achievements are winning
first place at several rallies over the years, as well as training other pilots.
He received his pilot license in 1980 and has flown at Ashland BalloonFest
for 18 to 20 years!

Tim Midura

Marshallville, OH

( )

Pilot Autograph

PAWSitively
Pampered

by the GROOMIN’ GRANNIES

Dawn Wright - Nancy Vithous
Certified Groomers

Located at PET STOP
1530 Claremont Ave., Ashland - 419.289.6264

enbou - (5/,7;(,4,

ﬁhE“% @rﬁhard .- FUNERAL - HOME & CREMATORY

L |9 ’ ey %M/ng the padt,
Mﬂ ﬁf@t embracing the fute'd

« Largest Selection of Craft Beerinthe Area  « Peaches, Sweet & Tart Chemes, FUNERAL DIRECTORS j

+ Amish & Gourmet Cheeses & Trail Balogna Asian Pears, Grapes, Pears .
ikt Sapplies . GiftBaskots Seth & Lindsey Gasche and Ed Kemery
+ 36 Variety of Apples « [resh Produce

419-281-2566

313 Center Street | Ashland, Ohio | www.dpkfh.com
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Sponsored by: Brethren Care Village

Pilot Ted Watts flies the regal Legal Eagle, which is yellow with Eagles on
the meridian. He calls his balloon this as it's a nickname given to attorneys.
Marti Troutner is his crew chief and his crew members are Chuck and
Grace Wycoff. His favorite memory is flying with well-known Bob Zanella.
Ted received his pilot’s license in 1995 and has been soaring Ashland
BalloonFest skies for 16 years!

Ted Watts

Meadville, PA

( )

Pilot Autograph

- OPEN DAILY
Elxyg Hre MOI [H 5
: Astland/Wayne Co. | |
BallponsosH @ﬁﬁ 8 o8 Coverats
LR Ohio Postcards
House, Inc. |
=
Nursery & Garden Centers * WE CUT THE CHEESE .
: 419-368-3344 .
Landscape Contractors Since 1924 1877 S.A. 603, Ashland. OH 44805 Prnnﬁi:r;gﬂtees’ﬂ b
- runspotrun123@gmail. com Beer » Wine |
Standley K. “Andy” Anderson - Qwner

Our selection is HUGE!
We have acres & acres of plants, so
take 2 lithle hive in Hle comndy Southern Title of Ohio, Ltd.

| :
and see a lot! C“?(odc‘ng Wit @Mgﬁ%eme

Donna Gilmore
Business Development
dgilmore@southerntitle.com

TWO LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!
1398 U.S. Hwy 42, Ashland, OH ¢ 419.289.0608

4770 Cleveland Rd., Wooster, OH ¢ 330.345.8539

www.willodellnursery.com 58 W. Third Street « Mansfield, OH « 800-525-2921
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Sponsored by: Hedstrom & Ohio Eye Associates
Eye Surgery and Laser Center

The fun balloon Magic Carpet Il is flown by Dennis Helmuth, which he
named as such since he dreamed of riding a magic carpet when he was
little. The balloon has custom inlaid artwork of a boy riding on a magic
carpet with an appropriate sky blue background. His favorite memory is
of descending through a cloud on a winter flight and seeing snowflakes
being made by nature. He said the sun refracted through the snowflakes
and that he was surrounded by diamonds. Then as he descended, he
watched the snowflakes float down with him. He received his pilot's
license in 1991 and his crew chief is Dick Frase. His crew members consist
of Dave Purvis, Joe Stutz, and John Drouhard. He's been flying at Ashland Dennis Helmuth
BalloonFest for 20 years! Wooster, OH

( )

Pilot Autograph

20156
BALLOONFEST

Have a ball at BalloonFest

Crystal Care Center e ek A

=8 Tiwe Hatay Bacdiy

| Slmlb AN | GIRZALEEE 3300 Ean Mas Stevet, dakipad OF

ASHLAND PUBLIC

LIBRARY

— e —

224 Claremont Ave. | Ashland, OH 44805
419.289.8188 | www.ashland.lib.oh.us

“‘_n” Hedel’Om' Free Books, Internet, WiFi, DVDs, Music,

100 Hedstrom Drive - Ashland, Ohio 44805 - 419 282 5570 Events, Programs, and More!
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Sponsored by: Spreng-Smith Agency

Pilot Steve Sitko flies the amazing balloon Maveryx, which is mostly pink
with lime green and blue spirals and accents of black and silver. They
consider hot air ballooning a family sport, so he put his daughters' names,
Avery and Maddyx, together to form their balloon name. His wife Sara
serves as his crew chief, with his two daughters as the crew. Steve believes
that every flight is a unique experience of its own, but his greatest
experience was his first flight in his hometown event, where he landed

in the neighborhood he grew up in and his old neighbors came out to
meet and greet. It was a surreal moment for him, as hot air balloons flew
regularly over his neighborhood when he was a child. He received his pilot’s
; Steve SitkO license in 2013, so he's flown at Ashland BalloonFest for two years.

Jackson, Ml

Pilot Autograph

GREAT CONEYS\ 5 Star Alignment and Brakes, LLC

* Kk ok k k-

& ROOT BEER!

1012 West Main St., Ashland”;*
;s - 419-289-3411+— __
_ HR. Kanzig, Owner

1134 East Main Street
Ashland, OH - 419-281-2658

For Insurance - HE UPS STORE
You Can ‘ '

Count On

« UPS® Shipping « Mailbox Services
« Packaging Services « Office Supplies

« Fax Services « Packaging & Moving
« Copying, Finishing & Supplies

1A 1241 [  Printing Services « Notary Services
LLLLLCE R - Freight Services « US Postal Services

1130 E. Main St., Ashland - 419-289-6688
www.theupsstorelocal.com/4692

www.spreng-smith.com
419-289-3310

BALLOON \
X

SPONSOR S F S CEREE

tomer. Not




Mo Name Yel

Sponsored by: Pioneer National Latex

Michael Emich pilots a balloon which he hasn’t named yet, because he’s
only flown it a few times so far! It has an off-set block spiral pattern with
colors of white, gray, black, yellow, sky blue, and navy blue. Michael's
favorite memory is flying a WWII Navy gas balloon in 1984 from Akron,
Ohio to Boston, Massachusetts, which was a flight that was 515 miles and
during overnight hours. However, he feels his outstanding accomplishments
are winning five distance races. Ed Yost Master Pilot Award, Shield-Trauger
Award, and Lighter-Than-Air Society Achievement. He is retired from the
Akron Fire Department and has had his pilot’s license since 1974. His

crew chief is Rozanne Emich and his crew members are Steve Uhler, Cody
Uhler, Carmine Barretta, and Bonnie Barretta. He's flown at all the Ashland Michael EmICh
BalloonFest Festivals! Akron, OH

( )

Pilot Autograph

 Kubota2726X
‘Reliable equipment, always ready to perform.

'SOLID STRENGTH'"

UNMATCHED PERFORMANCE:

AVAILABLE ONLY AT YOUR CUB CADET DEALER.

.ﬂ'.

Add a Kubota Z726X to your
crew today for $8,999.*

Powerful, proven Kawasaki FX gasoline engine

Heavy-duty deep welded 60" mower deck XTE Gx 5 4 GARDEN TRACTORS

Ergonomically designed for optimal comfort with superior
handing and drivability

« Featuring 54" fabricated deck and powerful Kohler® V-twin

We are Kubota. OHV engine
« Bigger wheels and fenders for maximum durability
ASh | an d im p | eme nt’ Inc. « Increased power for attachments and accessories

1145 Cleveland Ave., Ashland, OH 44805 - (419) 289-3610

& wwwlobotacom Ashland Implement, Inc.
oAU (1 TubE! n 1145 Cleveland Ave., Ashland, OH 44805 - (419) 289-3610

© Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2015.
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RE/MAX

Sponsored by: RE/MAX Towne & Country Realty

The aptly named corporate RE/MAX balloon is flown by Stew Gibboney,
with the colors of red, white, and blue. His crew chief is Julie Gibboney

and his crew members are Michele Gibboney, Nikki Crister, and the local
Ashland RE/MAX agents and Stoops family. His best memory is being one
of the 33 pilots invited to participate in the Centennial Era Balloon Festival
at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway (IMS) May 1, 2009. The first event at
the speedway in 1909 was a balloon race, and so they started their 100 year
celebration in 2009 with a balloon race also. He said the organizers and

IMS are what made it a very memorable experience for him. He was the
President of the Central Ohio Balloon Club from 2001-2008. He received his
Stew Gibboney pilot’s license in 2000 and he's flown at Ashland BalloonFest for 11 years.

¢ Grove City, OH

Pilot Autograph

Home Grown
Community Banking

Headquartered in North Central Ohio since 1878

1804 Claremont Ave., Ashland ~ 419-207-3648 ~ 1521 East Main St., Ashland ~ 419-289-2190
www.suttonbank.com ~ Member FDIC
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Sk Light

Sponsored by: BellStores

Shining Light is the balloon flown by pilot David Seekell. He named his
balloon in memory of his mother who passed away in 2003, as she was their
“shining light.” It is primarily light blue with an eye-catching red and white
striped lighthouse. Tina Seekell is his crew chief and crew members are
Nicole and Emily Seekell. One of his best memories was having the honor
of taking a man for a ride on his 100th birthday! He says that they look
forward to returning to Ashland each year as the people are wonderful.
Obtaining his pilot’s license in 1994, this is his sixth year at Ashland
BalloonFest.

( )

Pilot Autograph

David Seekell

Jackson, MI |

IRMMERS
WNES

1129 US 250 North
Ashland, OH 44805
419-289-9479
www.ashlandtractor.com

Monday-Ffriday 8-5 - Saturday 8-Noon

Snns Meinds 5. @recm B
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Sponsored by: Smetz's Tire & Service Center

Pilot John Moran flies the pretty Silver Wings balloon, which you can

spot by its silver birds spiraling up each side. It's blue with a rainbow
around the middle and of course, the birds. His favorite memories are of
the experiences he had flying the balloon in France, Poland, Mexico, and
Czech Republic. Marie Russell is his crew chief and his crew member is
Bobbie Holton. Having his pilot’s license since 1989, he's flown at Ashland
BalloonFest for 19 years!

John Moran

Cortland, OH

Pilot Autograph

Serving Summit, Portage, Medina,
Ashland & Richland Counties

i

Community Donations

Auto Repair and Tire Service -
Goodwill

Our purpose is to take care of you, our customer. DONATE s'rwurr,

God has blessed us with knowledge and \ CREATEJOBS.  « 1ot
expertise in the areas of tire and vehicle care. % Store
We choose to use these abilities to make your f:-g?ning 1

life easier, safer and more enjoyable. Recycle

m
— s o) ==
N ETETG
e When you shop and donate to Goodwill, you

are helping people in our community find jobs.

1220 E. Main Street, Ashland, OH
419-281-9540 « www.smetzstire.com ¢ Retail Store/ ¢ Vehicle Donations

Offering in the area:

Donation Center ¢ Dell Reconnect Computer

CHILDREN'S - 1611 Claremont Ave Equipment Recycling
Ashland, OH 44805
¢ COFFEE For more information, visit www.goodwillakron.org
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Shydoncer

Sponsored by: Grandpa’s Cheese Barn

The beautiful balloon Skydancer is flown by pilot Mike Ruede. It's dark blue,
with pink and teal tear drops, and is named simply because the first balloon
he owned was called Sundancer. His greatest times are taking passengers
for their first hot air balloon ride! He obtained his pilot’s license in 2003 and
his crew chief is Anne Wade. His other crew member is Amy Meyers. Being
the last 10 years at Ashland BalloonFest as a crew chief, he is now going to

fly his balloon for the second time at the festival.

Pilot Autograph

Carrousel Antiques is an upscale antique

shop that carries all varieties of antiques

and collectibles. Open 10-5 Monday
thru Saturday, Sunday 12-5.

118 N. Main St. - Mansfield, OH
419-522-0230

Mike Ruede
Orient, OH

Public 18-Hole
Championship Course

For all ages & skill levels

Golf Shop e Driving Range

www.ashlandgolfclubohio.com
1333 Center St. ® Ashland ¢ 419-289-3767

Great Food, Service & Atmosphere
Large Patio overlooking the Golf Course
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SlowDrip

Sponsored by: STARTEK

Pilot Shanon Donnelly flies the cool Slow Drip, which he named since when
he built the balloon it took longer than he thought it might! It's also a
skinny, racer-type balloon and so its elongated shape looks like a drop of
water and it's a purple, black, and yellow spiral. His favorite memory is of a
summer evening landing when someone was having a barbeque and they
got to join in the fun! Michelle Davis is his crew chief. He obtained his pilot's
license in 1995 and has flown at Ashland BalloonFest for four years.

% | Shanon Donnelly
¥ | Akron, OH

( )

Pilot Autograph

Are you Uyging to get your career off the ground?
come to {5 STARTEK

and let your career soar to new heights! *

At STARTEK you're more than just an employee, you're a brand warrior!
Come see why we're different.

If you're ready to take the next step in your career visit us at:
850 W. 4th Street Mansfield, OH 44906
or apply online at www startek com/careers

For

more information visit our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/STARTEK . Mansfield
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Sponsored by: Donna D’s Family Pizza

Paul Dale pilots Spitfire, which he named due to the balloon’s design and
colors, but also because of his personality! It has two larger diamond
patterns on the front and back and flame patterns by the mouth. His crew
chief is Dave Smith and his crew members include Melissa Larson and
Anthony Goffus. He has 28 years of ballooning experience, but he obtained
his pilot’s license in 2014. It's his first year to fly at Ashland BalloonFest!

Paul Dale

East Canton, OH

( )

Pilot Autograph

Helping families and businessesgmw

‘ BALLOON

1 SPONSOR

Two locations in Ashland: Wayne
233 Claremont Avenue Sa

1055 Sugarbush Drive (at Buehler’s) COMMUNITY XINIEgS
800.414.1103 - waynesavings.com ﬁggfﬁw m/gmw e i’c@~

aerac.al I
u5m£55 SOURCE"
! InF 'r LA

Free Overnight Dellvery on 40 000 Items
Visit us at: www.Irwins1.com

ENJOY THE BALLOONFEST!

1311 Cleveland Avenue in Ashland, Ohio

419-281-1234

143 Center Street 419-289-3400

Ashland, Ohio Fax: 419-281-5478
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Sunshine

®
Sponsored by: Nagy's Collision Centers

Pilot Meredith Bennett flies Sunshine, which she rightly named due

to it looking like a ball of sunshine in the sky. It's all yellow with black

trim. She received her pilot’s license in 2006 and feels that her greatest
accomplishment is winning second place at the Coshocton Balloon Race
and remembers thinking she had missed a target but was able to work her
way back and drop almost into the center of the “x.” It's Meredith’s second
year at Ashland BalloonFest.

Meredith Bennett
Hilliard, OH

( )

Pilot Autograph

. N : |

RS .

REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE v
...continuing to lead the |

2 Pizza DS Deer&Turkey,,, industry into the future
- Lottery - Check-In Station

. Donuts - Homemade Dallfl
« Diesel ~ Specials '
- Wine N

Hand dlpped ice ': » Hunting & Fishing
icream_ « License Sales

ASHLAND OFFICE MILLERSBURG OFFICE WOOSTER OFFICE

9 17 U S 22 4, Nova @ %D-m"ha"mmmm 740 US 250 East : 1197 Glen Drive 4146 Burbank Rd SteA

Ashland, OH 44805 Millersburg, OH 44654 Wooster, OH 44691
[ 419-289-2828 330-674-7610 330-264-6888




Sponsored by: Wappner's Funeral Directors and Crematory
& 104.5 WQKT/AM-960 WKVX

Pilot Kenneth Myers takes The Flying Dolphin to the air, showing to the
sky the balloon’s yellow and green stripes, which run up and down the
middle of the balloon, as well as its checkered top of black and yellow. It's
named for the fact that the couple loves scuba diving. He said his greatest
experience would be hard to choose: either winning a car while flying their
first dolphin balloon, flying over the Serengeti in Africa, or perhaps flying
over the pyramids in Mexico! His crew chief is Dian Myers and his crew is
the Sanchutz family. He received his pilot’s license in 1982 and has been
flying at Ashland BalloonFest for three years.

( )

Kenneth Myers [
Akron, OH

Pilot Autograph

) WANTED

Your House to Sell

HaI'iIlgRealty All Price Ranges « All Sizes
Acreage or City Lots

COMFORT

where caring is key
Serving Ashland, Mansfield,
and surrounding areas!
Homes for sale are at an all-time low,
creating an inventory shortage.
Now is a great time to sell!

Misty Miller - 419-545-4507

www.haringrealty.com

% Heating s Cooling LEWCD
Plumbing « Fireplaces

805 East Main Street « Ashland, Ohio 44805
419-281-0144

www.ashlandcomfortcontrol.com




Wayne Gibbons
Stow, OH

Keep up with your social network,

most reliable Internet provider!

1.877.277.5711

ArmstrongQOneWire.com

ARMSTRONG

enjoy your favorite games, stream your
favorite movies with the area’s fastest,

Sponsored by: Armstrong & Buren Insurance Group, Inc.

Wayne Gibbons pilots Wildfire. He said the balloon was already named
when he bought it. It has yellow, red, and black vertical stripes making it

a striking balloon against the sky. His crew chief is Ryan Lengel and his
crew members are Tyler, Angela, and Lukus Stricker, as well as Kirsten and
Aubrey Lengel and Bill Grafton. His most memorable moment was his flight
with instructor Bob Zanella. He obtained his pilot’s license in 2002, though
2014 was his first year at Ashland BalloonFest.

( )

Pilot Autograph
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"Weather €o ﬂj, or Mot to ﬂj,

2015 BALLOON COMPETITION OFFICIALS

This year’s balloon officials were all pilots or crewed the Balloon Race in 1990 as part of
the 175th Celebration, and for many years after. The Ashland BalloonFest Committee
is honored to have these gentlemen join us for our 25th Birthday Celebration.

BalloonMeister Safety Officer
Don Hamilton John Gill
Weather Officer Scoring Officer
Fred Muffet Roger Hamilton

The Balloonmeister is the head balloonist or competition director. His job is to direct
the pilots to safe and successful flights. He leads the pilots in briefings before each
flight, advising them of the conditions they will face flying and of any potential
obstacles they may face. The Balloonmeister has a team of advisors, who work

with him to make the best decisions they can on topics like weather conditions and
landowner issues. If conditions are not safe to fly, he makes the decision to cancel the
flight. You can imagine the pressure when 28 pilots are sitting there ready for you to
give them the word to fly, as well as an anxiously awaiting crowd of up to 20,000 ready
to cheer them on. The Balloonmeister and his team’s number one priority is safety. The
Balloonmeister, Weather Officer, and Safety Officer look at wind, winds aloft, visibility,
rain, storms and temperature to determine “weather”to fly or not to fly.

WIND

Words to look for in a forecast within a 100 mile radius: gusty, breezy, windy, blustery,
small craft warnings, high wind warnings

Wind is the most critical factor in safe ballooning; it affects every phase of a flight. More
balloon flights are cancelled due to wind than for any other reason. Balloons fly best in
light and stable winds of 4-6 miles per hour. Maximum safe winds are 8-10 mph.

The winds on the surface are just one of the concerns. They have to think three
dimensionally and consider what the wind is doing at different altitudes as well.
This is perhaps the most confusing aspect for passengers and spectators. For
example, there is not even a hint of a breeze on the ground and the flight has
just been cancelled due to wind, how come? They look at winds at the surface
(the wind you can feel) and the winds at 1 to 9,000 feet. They are not going to
9,000 feet, but it tells them if they might encounter issues such as wind shear,
turbulence, or strong surface winds later on. Even if there are no winds to speak
of at the surface, the winds aloft may drive the decision not to fly. Winds aloft of
18-20 knots or 20 miles per hour will be sufficient to cancel a flight.

POORVISIBILITY

Words to look for in a forecast within a 100 mile radius: foggy, hazy, misty

How far can we see? Hot air balloon aircrafts are designated by the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) as Visual Flight Rules (VFR) certified. That means they must
have a certain amount of visibility to fly legally. The visibility must be 1 to 3 miles,
depending on where they are flying. If they don't have it, they can’t fly!

RAIN & STORMS
Words to look for in a forecast within a 100 mile radius: thunderstorms, rain, chance of
showers or storms

The decision not to fly in rain or storms seems a simple one - of course they don't!
What isn't so simple is why the flight may be cancelled when no storm or rain actually
happens in the area. Storms can be significant events to any type of aircraft, but

a halloon is perhaps the most weather sensitive aircraft there is. An airplane can

turn and run from a storm whereas a balloon is drawn into a storm. The winds will
accelerate and head toward a building storm and flow out of a decaying storm. These
gust fronts can occur 75 to 100 miles away from the actual storm and create winds
that are dangerous to a balloon. Once again, it’s the wind! If storms are forecast or
there are storms within 100 miles they will cancel flights.

TEMPERATURE

Since hot air balloons fly by changing the temperature inside the balloon with heat,
it stands to reason that outside air temperature is going to affect balloon flights, and
it does! When the air in the balloon is heated, it becomes hotter and thus less dense
than the surrounding outside air. This hotter air is “lighter” and the balloon will float
upward. The more heat, the higher up you go. A balloon will fly when its temperature
is around 140 degrees above the outside air temperature (generally). So, the colder it
is outside, the less heat it takes to fly and conversely, the hotter it is outside, the more
heat it will take to fly. Can't wrap your head around this? Here is an example:

Outside Air Temperature + Heat it Takes to Fly (140 F)

Temperature Inside
the Balloon

140 F
140 F

Cold day of 30 degrees F + 170 degrees

Hot day of 95 degrees F + 235 degrees (more

heat if it's hot out)

This is of particular concern to pilots operating smaller balloons. The smaller the
balloon, the less lift capacity it will have and the hotter it must be inside the balloon
for it to fly. The maximum continuous operating temperature for most hot air balloons
is 250 degrees Fahrenheit. That leaves little margin for safety and for maneuvering on

avery hot day' Exerpts from Fun-Flying.com

Look for the colored flag near the pilots’ tent, east of the Main Stage, to find out status of current flight.

No inflation or take-off permitted. Previous permission to
take-off cancelled.

General permission to all balloons to begin hot inflation.

Permission to ‘blue’wave (odd numbered balloons) to begin
hot inflation.

Permission to ‘white"wave (even numbered balloons) to begin
hot inflation.

®

@ Five minute warning.
Q Task cancelled.
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JERRY'S

HOME FURNISHINGS

MANSFIELD

1160 W. 4th Street
419-529-6055
Hours: Mon, Tue, Fri 10-7
Wed, Thur, Sat, 10-5.
(losed Sundays.

ON TIME
DELIVERY AND
SET-UP AVAILABLE!

;E.- k
S csienc |

Family owned and operated since 1986

QUALITY FURNITURE THAT FAMILIES
CAN AFFORD! BRAND NAMES YOU KNOW!
PEOPLE YOU CAN TRUST!

SUPPORTING DREAMS™

WOOSTER

312 E. Liberty Street
330-262-2622

Hours: Mon., Thurs., Fri., 10-7
Tues., Wed., 10-5, Sat., 10-4
(losed Sundays

UPPER SANDUSKY
1878 E. Wyandot Ave.
419-247-4700

Hours: Mon., Tues., Fri., 10-7
Wed., Thurs., 10-5, Sat., 10-4
(losed Sundays

www.jerryshomefurnishings.com
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2015 Commitlee

Mindi Cantrell, President — Serving since 2007 - Business Banker Huntington Bank.
Mindi had the honor of a Saturday morning flight with Steve Lachendro in 2008. Steve
announced as they were taking off from the Ashland County Airport that they would
land on the front lawn of the Holiday Inn on 250. Knowing that hot air balloons have
no steering wheel and fly where the wind takes them, she said, “there is no way you
can be that specific”. She recalls that morning was a beautiful flight and sure enough
they landed just where Steve had predicted.

Joe Robinson, Vice President — Serving since 2011 - Owner of Global Product
Solutions Inc. Joe got involved because he thought it would be a good way to get a
free Balloon ride!!! He moved into Ashland City in 2010 and wanted to get involved
with a nonprofit organization that would be fun and also help promote Ashland. “I
have held a private pilot’s license for 35 plus years, so flying is close to my heart, shall
we say.” Combining a long time hobby and helping the community, BalloonFest was
a natural fit.

Misty Miller, Public Relations — Serving since 2008 - REALTOR® Haring Realty., she re-
members an early morning balloon flight in 2010 that just happened to take a path over
several houses that she had sold the year previous. She was able to take pictures of her
clients’houses from above and was even able to talk to a few of them while flying over
head. “It was really neat to have both of my passions come together in that one flight.”

David Boyer, Treasurer — Serving since 2003 - Self-Employed in Financial Services.
Started serving as a Leadership Ashland Intern. He fondly remembers his first hot air
balloon ride, so smooth, quiet and peaceful.

Allen Lifer, Vendor/Field Setup Chair — Serving since 2010 - Human Resource
Director, West View Healthy Living. A few years ago, his wife was able to go up in a
balloon on a Sunday morning flight. “Since then, my wife and kids began to crew and
have crewed for the same pilot. It is an awesome experience to have the entire family
involved.”

Heather Herrick, Sponsors — Serving since 2013 - Proprietor, Housekeeping by
Heather & Company. Started serving as Leadership Ashland Intern. Heather first
moved to Ashland in 1998 and had never attended Balloonfest. That summer was
particularly hot and humid so they slept with the windows open in their 100 year old
house. At sunrise, she was awakened by the “ssshhh” sound of a hot air balloon. She
ran to the attic and watched from the tallest perch where, for blocks, it seemed as
though she could have reached out and touched the balloon. “I was hooked from that
point forward’, she recalls.

Sue Kelley, Pilot Liaison — Serving since 2006 - Sue first became involved because
her dad was a Hot Air Balloon Pilot and flying Ashland Balloonfest. Dave Bishop asked
for her help a few years ago because she always recruited great crew for her dad and
would host a Saturday morning brunch for pilots and crew. Since she was already doing
the work, Dave told her she should join the committee. That was three years ago.

Kathy Goon, Entertainment — Serving since 2013 - Executive Director, Ashland
Economic Development. Kathy has been a long time fan of Balloonfest, attending
for many years. When the opportunity arose to join the committee, she jumped at
the chance. Last year, Kathy helped crew and took her first flight. She recalls the
awesomeness of flying over the city and how quiet and peaceful it was.

Vickie Swander, Entertainment — Volunteer 2015 - Account Executive, 93.7 Super
QWQIO/ 1300 WMVO/ BAS Broadcasting. “Ashland BalloonFest is tons of fun, so when
Misty Miller asked me to become involved, | was eager to help.” She enjoys bringing
friends to the event; people of all ages are fascinated by these larger-than-life balloons.

Mike Dorgan, Parking Coordinator Since 2008 — Retired Machinist, Custom Hoists.
Mike started his volunteering parking cars in the early 90s. He is the liaison for the
BalloonFest committee and the Ashland Wayne Holmes County Central Labor Council
Volunteers, who have been parking cars for the event for many years as their commu-
nity involvement initiative.

Jim Park, Cornhole Chair — Serving since 2014 - LPTA, Crystal Care Center. Jimis an
avid cornhole player and BalloonFest champion for last few years. When Jim heard
that the committee was looking for new organizer for the Cornhole Tournament, he
gladly volunteered.

Mary Dorrel, Souvenir Chair 2015 — Teacher, St. Edward School. Mary started volun-
teering in the Souvenir Tent in 2012 with Boy Scout Troop 214.

Joe Reep, Leadership Ashland Intern 2015 — Ashland Comfort Control - Joe has
enjoyed BalloonFest for many years as a spectator but last year taking his son for the
first time at 17 years-old was even better. “To see the awe and pure amazement on
his face when the first balloon lifted off the ground was really something special,” Joe
said while sharing a photo of his son capturing that moment in time.

Donna Gilmore, Volunteer 2015 — Title Agent, Southern Title of Ohio. She enjoys
people and being involved. She heard what a wonderful event BalloonFest is and
when Mindi Cantrell asked her to get involved, she wanted to help.

John Emser, Volunteer — Serving since 2009 - Packaging Corporation of America.
Started serving as Leadership Ashland Intern. John moved to Ashland in 1990 and re-
members going to Ashland County Children’s Home Field to see a handful of balloons
launch. He recalls there was not a snow fence and you could walk around the balloons
as they inflated.

Liz Rogers, Volunteer 2015 — Hair Stylist, Studio 42. Liz is what you would call a
SUPERFAN. She has attended every year as a spectator and has even helped pilots
land. If the wind blows right, they have seen as many as four land on her family’s
properties just south of Nankin. The pilots are always so gracious to the kids and let
them help put the balloon away.

Selena Grimwood, Volunteer 2015 — Branch Manager, Home Savings.
Vince Bugara, Volunteer 2015 — Account Executive, LAMAR

~ In Memory of all those who have been involved ' s
~ with Ashland Balloonfest over the last 25 years.
Your contributions have not been forgotten

"3 and your legacy lives on.

Don Eiserling - Steve Lachendro

Judy McFadden - David Reed - Dr. R. Lee Schafer

John Schwinkendorf - Dave Schaublin

Terry Swaisgood - Terry Wasson
Don Weiler - Robert Zanella
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A special THANK YOU to all Ashland Balloonfest committee members
and volunteers past and present for 25 YEARS OF A JOB WELL DONE!

Your time and efforts make a difference and The Ashland
Balloonfest makes Ashland a better place to live.

A BALLOONIST’S PRAYER

May the winds welcome you with softness.
May the sun bless you with its warm hands.
May you fly so high and so well that God
joins you in laughter and sets you gently
back into the loving arms of Mother Earth.

/7
AREYOU 55+?7 //

Call today to schedule an appointment

for a FREE Hearing Screening.
VOO ITOIIVY

We believe everyone 55 +
should have a hearing screening!

ZZ x4

ADULTS « CHILDREN « INFANTS
« Allergy & asthma care

! « Full audiologic evaluation, hearing aid

ASHLAND sales & repair
ENT, ALLERGY & . |jearing aid - wearable 24 hours a day,

HEARING AID .
CENTER 7 days a week, for months at a time.

We want to
wish you a

Fun Time

at the
BalloonFest!

« Balloon Sinuplasty® in office procedure
« Snoring evaluation & treatment
« Complete ENT Care

2212 MIFFLIN AVENUE, SUITE 130 « ASHLAND + 419-289-8919 « ASHANDOHENT.COM




LOOKING FOR A NEW CAREER? SO

JOIN 3
WINNI

TEA

PRODUCTIVITY IS CONTAGIOUS. The people around you can
bring you down or lift you up. RE/MAX agents shine in sales,
productivity and other key metrics of quality. . -

G Tim Stoops, Broker/Owner

See how being part of this winning team can inspire you. You'll
work harder. You'll strive for more. And you'll find yourself '
achieving greater results. ,Q,

-

Discover a culture of collaboration and success, where great é*
agents come to get even better. Visit www.joinremax.com for ]
more information or call Tim Stoops for a private appointment '
or to schedule an interview (419-651-7071).

® 638 E. Main Street
RF Mm Ashland, Ohio 44805

TOWNE & COUNTRY REALTY 419-281-1457

.

Diane Harper, Agent

Your local REIMAX office. You T
Supporting BalloonFest = 1o view our listings, visit
v+ f

Jor 12 years! www.timstoopsteam.com
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